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On the day that Captain Francis entered the port of Cartagena,
four hours previous there had entered an advice-boat from Spain
and as I was weighing on my scales1 the despatches he brought the
alarm sounded that Captain Francis's armada was in sight. There
were some despatches for your lordship and some for Peru and they
were left on a table where the enemy took them next day. They saw
the warnings in them to the effect that Captain Francis was coming
to these parts with a large fleet and that we should be prepared. I
think the despatches contained nothing else. There was some private
correspondence for that realm which will be sent as soon as oppor-
tunity offers.

Our Lord grant your lordship better fortune in this matter than
we have had.

Turbaco, March 12,1586.

Very illustrious sir

Your lordship's servant kisses your lordship's hands.

Pedro Fernando de Busto.

To the very illustrious president and judges of the royal Audiencia
of the realm of Tierra Firme.

This despatch is left open that it may be read at Nombre de Dios
and thence forwarded to Panama ...

Document No. 242
[Statement, Santos de Vergara, Nombre de Dios, March 22,
1586]
(p. 2)... Statement made by Santos de Vergara, burgher of Alcala
de Henares, who was on board of the flag-galley when Captain
Francis Drake entered the harbour of the city of Cartagena, which
is as follows:
First, he states that the said Captain Francis Drake entered the
harbour of Cartagena on Ash Wednesday, which was the nineteenth
1 Presumably postage was reckoned by weight.
2 A. de /., 2-5-2/21, Patronato 266, R. 50-14. This document is part of a despatch
(2 pliegos, copy) from Diego del Castillo to the Audiencia at Panama, written from
Nombre de Dios on March 22, 1586. 'Within the hour', it being nine o'clock at
night, a small vessel had come in from Cartagena with Governor Fernandez de
Busto's open letter of March 12 (Document No. 23 ante). While it was being copied,
that the original might be hurried forward and the copy retained for consideration,
this account of the situation at Cartagena was furnished by a man who saw the
taking of the city from aboard the flag-galley.